
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



i2 4 REMARKABLE INSTINCT 

In its colour, in the fize and form of its ears, &c. it 
makes a nearer approach to the Mus longipes of Pallas 
than the Dipus Americanus does* It is thus defcribed 
by Mr. Peck, in a letter to me. " Mus cauda elongata 
pilofa, palmis fubpentada&ylis, difco fufcefcente, lateri- 
bus rufefcentibus, abdomine albo ; pedibus pofticis longi- 
tudine corporis." A farther account of this and of the 
Other fpecies of Dipus, which I have difcovered, I (hall, 
probably, communicate to the Philofophical Society, at 
fome future period. 



N°. XLII. 

A Letter from Mr. John Hecke welder, to Dr. Bar- 
ton, giving fome account of the remarkable infiinfl of a 
bird called the Nine-Killer. 

Bethlehem, December 18th 1795. 

Read Anra T T AVING an opportunity by a friend of 
1, 1796- JfX mine to Philadelphia, I muft mention to 
you a curious fa£t, that came to my knowledge but 
yefterday. 

I went to a farm, about eleven miles and a half from 
this place, to view a young orchard, which had been 
planted, about five weeks ago, under my direction, where 
on viewing the trees, I found, to my great aftonifhment, 
almoft on every one of them, one and on fome two and 
three grafshoppers, ftuck down on the (harp thorny 
branches, which were not pruned when the trees were 
planted. I immediately called the tenant, and aflced 
the reafon and his opinion of this. He was much fur- 
prifed at my ignorance about the matter, and informed 
me, " that thefe grafshoppers were ftuck up by a fmall 
bird of prey, which the Germans called Neun-toedter (in 
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Englifh , Nine-killer) ; that this bird had a practice of 
catching and flicking up nine grafshoppers a day, and 
that as he well knew they did not devour the grafshoppers, 
nor any other infects, he thought they muft do it for 
pleafure. I afked him for a defcription of this bird, and 
was perfectly fatisfied that it lived entirely on finall ani- 
mals, fuch as fmall birds, mice, &c. for I had paid at- 
tention to this bird as early as the year 1761, when, in 
the winter, one of the fame fpecies took a favourite little 
bird out of my cage at the window, from which time I 
have watched them more clofely, and have found them 
more numerous in the weftern-country than here. Not 
being fatisfied with what the tenant had told me re- 
flecting the intention of the bird's doing all this (viz. for 
diverfion fake), and particularly obferving each and every 
one of thefe grafshoppers ftuck up fo regularly, and in 
their natural pofition as when on the ground, not one of 
them having its back downwards, 1 began to conjecture 
what might be the real intention which the bird had in 
this, and my determined opinion was, that this little 
bird-hawk, by inftinct, made ufe of this art, in order to 
decoy the fmaller birds, which feed on infects, and by 
thefe means have a fair opportunity of catching them. 
All this I communicated to my friends, on my return 
home, and they were not lefs aftonifhed at what 1 had 
related to them, than I had been on difcovering the fact. 
It being agreed that one or more gentlemen of learning 
and observation mould more minutely examine into this 
matter, the proprietor of this farm, with another gentle- 
man and myfelf, went this day out for the purpofe, and 
viewing the grafshoppers on a number of thefe fmall 
trees (fome of which we cut off, and took home), we 
returned to the tenant, who not only himfelf but alfo 
his father and filler gave us the beft aflurances, that they 
had, long lince, and from time to time, obferved this 
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126 REMARKABLE INSTINCT 

bird catching grafshoppers and flicking them up in the 
manner already related, and that fometimes they had 
obferved, in places where this fpecies of bird keeps, 
numbers of grafshoppers ftuck up on a thorn-bufh in 
like manner. The Reverend Mr. V. Vleck is perfect- 
ly fatisfied that this bird-hawk is the Lanius Canaden- 
fis (in Bartram*), and has obligingly communicated 
the following account of this little bird-hawk to me : 
it is extracted from a German publication printed at 
Gcettingen, in 1778, under the title of " Natural Hif- 
tory for Children, by M. George Chriftian Paff," who 
after giving a defcription of the different fpecies of this 
bird, concludes thus : " Why is this bird of prey called 
the nine-killer ? Becaufe it is faid to have the habit of 
flicking beetles or other infects, and perhaps fometimes 
nine of them in fucceflion, upon thorns, that they may 
not efcape until he has leifure to devour them all at once. 
And for the fame reafon, it is fometimes called the thorn- 
flicker." Now by the above account, we fee that it is 
known in Europe that this fame fpecies of birds actually 
does flick up infects of different kinds on thorns, &c. 
but it is fuppofed they eat them immediately after being 
ftuck up. Here the cafe is quite otherwife. They re- 
main fluck up, for we mufl fuppofe thefe to have been 
ftuck up at leafl fome weeks ago, and before the hard 
frofts fet in. The very birds (as we fuppofe) that ftuck 
them up are now on the fame ground, watching the 
fmaller birds that come out to feed, and have been feen 
catching the latter but a few days ago. If it were true, 
that this little hawk had fluck them up for himfelf, how 

* I do not find that Mr. Bartram has mentioned, in any part of his 
Travel , a Lanius Canadenfis. Since the date of this letter, Mr. Hecke- 
welder has favoured me with a well-preferved fpecimen ot the bird-hawk. 
It proves to be the Lanius Excubitor of Linnaeus, the great-flmke of Mr. 
pennant. B. S. B. 

long 
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long would he be feeding on one or two hundred grafs- 
hoppers ? But if it be intended to feduce the fmaller birds 
to feed on thefe infects, in order to have an opportunity 
of catching them, that number, or even one half, or 
lefs, may be a good bait all winter: and all of us, who 
have confidered thefe circumftances, are firmly of opi- 
nion, that thefe infects thus ftuck up, are to ferve as a 
bait, &c. through the courfe of the winter. 

You will readily excufe my being fo lengthy on this 
fubjecT:. The matter appeared to me of too much con- 
fequence to pafs over haftily. I fhall be glad to hear 
your opinion on this fubject. 

I fend you a few of thefe grafshoppers, as I cut them 
from the trees. They being hard and dry, moft of their 
legs broke off in taking them home. 

I am, with great refpecT:, 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient and 

Humble fervant, 

JOHN HECKEWELDER. 
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An Enquiry into the Caufes of the Infalubrity of fat 
and Marjhy Situations; and dirediions for preventing 
or correcting the Effeils thereof , ty William Currie. 

Read oa.'T'HAT flat and marfhy fituations are unfa- 
ir 1795- X vourable to health, and that intermittent and 
remittent fevers with bilious evacuations are particularly 
prevalent in fuch fituations during the feafon of Autumn 
in temperate climates as well as within the tropics, has 
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